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Curator Dr Sue Davis AM was perfectly camouflaged, wearing the same
design as one of the featured wall hangings

December 7, 2023

Wondai Regional Art Gallery is hosting a special travelling
exhibition which features “wildflowering” by some of
Queensland’s top women artists.
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“Wildflowering By Design” is part of a series of “Wild/flower
Women” exhibitions which have toured galleries in
Caloundra, Noosa, Gympie, Bundaberg and Hervey Bay.

The Wondai exhibition has been curated by Dr Susan Davis
OAM and Dr Lisa Chandler, from the Sunshine Coast, and
features works by Rose Barrowcliffe, Nai Nai Bird, Renata
Buziak, Donna Davis, Joolie Gibbs, Anne Harris, Nicole
Jakins, Shelley Pisani, Edith Rewa, Cara Ann Simpson,
Marni Stuart and Emma Thorp.

They have been joined by local artists including Robyn
Dower, Wendy Olsen, Tess Elliott and Maureen
Addenbrooke.

The artworks — which include fabric designs, paintings
and sculptures — are all imbued with a love of native
wildflowers and the places they grow.

The artists have been inspired by the stories of
environmentalists such as the late Kathleen McArthur, who
specialised in painting wildflowers.

Kathleen was a co-founder — alongside Judith
Wright, David Fleay and Brian Clouston — of the Wildlife
Preservation Society of Queensland in 1962.

The Wondai exhibition was formally opened by Cr Kathy
Duff last Friday night after a Welcome to Country by Uncle
Eric Law AM.

The evening also featured musical performances by
students from Wondai P-9 State School, who also have
works on display in Kidz Korner.

The exhibitions will remain on show until 3:00pm on
Saturday, January 27.

The gallery is open seven days a week, from 10:00am to
3:00pm, but will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day
and New Year’s Day.
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Artist Nikita Law with her father, Wakka Wakka Elder Uncle Eric Law AM,
who welcomed visitors to the gallery
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Some of the Wondai State School students with works on display ...
from left, April Quirke (Year 2/3), Lillian Olsen (Year 4/5), Gemma Quirke
(Year 1/2) and Eboni Quirke (Year 5/6)
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Artist Nicole Jakins, from Glenwood, with some of her nature-inspired
sculptures
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Artist Edith Rewa Barrett, from Brisbane, with her work, “Wallum
Shimmer”
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Joolie Gibbs, from Gympie, in front of her massive work, Impermanence,
which takes up the back wall of the main gallery ... the work, made on
300GSM paper, has been crafted with hand-made inks made from bunya
pines, mangroves, eucalyptus, bark, resin, iron and bleach.
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Wendy Olsen, from Tingoora, was one of the South Burnett artists who
also had works on display
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Neil Hutton provided the musical accompaniment on opening night
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Cr Kathy Duff, who opened the exhibition, with artist Renata Buziak, from
Brisbane
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The Wondai State School band performed a number of pieces under the
guidance of instrumental music teacher Alisha Thurston

W Arts (hitps://southburnett.com.au/news2/tag/arts/), Wondai
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05/04/2025, 15:27 Wildflowering by Design Exhibition Opens at Redland Art Gallery

Wildflowering by Design open soon at Redland Art Gallery

Redland Bayside News

—— Gathering wildflowers on Russell Island, Queensland, 1924, 28042 Fischer Family Photographs, State Library of Queensland. Visit:
slq.gld.gov.au/media/30654

AN image from 1924 featuring girls and women on Canaipa/Russell Island holding armfuls of

wildflowers was one source of inspiration for Redland artists preparing for an exhibition at Redland
Art Gallery.

A century later, that "Gathering wildflowers on Russell Island” image both intrigued and inspired the

artists as they embarked on a Canaipa-based artist retreat in July.

Were the flowers that grew so prolifically in the 1920s still growing on the island today? Could they
still be found on other islands in the Bay?

The answers and the artist responses can now be seen at Redland Art Gallery from April 6.

A series of new Redland-inspired work forms the local component of the Wildflowering by Design
exhibition.

https://redlandbaysidenews.com.au/wildflowering-redland-exhibition/
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05/04/2025, 15:27 Wildflowering by Design Exhibition Opens at Redland Art Gallery
The touring exhibition presents works by Queensland artists who work across the art and design

spectrum.

In each location, the curators have worked with the local gallery artists to explore local ecologies and
wildflowers, taking a fresh look at the botanical and wildflower heritage in the particular region.

One of the curators, Sue Davis, is from the Sunshine Coast and says of planning for the Redland

exhibition,
“Many artists and creatives have made their homes on various Moreton Bay Islands.

“Therefore in planning for the Redland edition of ‘Wildflowering by Design’ we turned to them, and
to collectives we knew who have previously worked in the environmental art field.

“This included artists from ‘Canaipa Mudlines’ and ‘Canaipa Connections'.

“We were also fortunate to involve senior Quandamooka artist Sonja Carmichael, who was able to

rn

join us for our ‘Canaipa Wildflowering Retreat'.
This is the latest in the series of Wild/flower Women exhibitions.

Varying iterations of these exhibitions, with numerous artists, have shown previously at Wondai,
Warwick, Bribie Island Seaside Museum and Gympie.

The exhibition is curated by Dr Davis and Dr Lisa Chandler from the Sunshine Coast.

Artists featured come from Brisbane to the Bundaberg region including Rose Barrowcliffe, Nai Nai
Bird, Renata Buziak, Donna Davis, Joolie Gibbs, Anne Harris, Nicole Jakins, Shelley Pisani, Edith Rewa,
Cara Ann Simpson, Marni Stuart and Emma Thorp.

Work by Redland artists for the local component of the show include Tricia Dobson, Sharon Jewell,
Maria Cleary, Sonja Carmichael, Jen Conde, Siobhan Demeester, Sara Za Enback, Beverly Jensen, Julie
Menzies, Jenny Sanzaro-Nishimura, Meg Spratt and Sandy Ward.

The community are invited to attend the official exhibition opening on Sunday, April 6 at 10am.
Free entry —to book for the opening visit artgallery.redland.qld.gov.au/programs/public-programs.

The exhibition will show at Redland Art Gallery until June 3.

https://redlandbaysidenews.com.au/wildflowering-redland-exhibition/ 2/2
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The work of local women artists, Wildflowering by Design, is now on at
Redland Art Gallery.
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Kathleen McArthur was a luminary Queensland-based
artist and writer whose pioneering legacy, along with
that of friend and fellow environmental trailblazer poet
Judith Wright, are celebrated in an exhibition of “wild

flowering women” at Redland Art Gallery.

The exhibition Wildflowering by Design notes the
importance, functional role and aesthetic qualities of
Australian wildflowers. Exhibition curators Sue Davis
and Lisa Chandler dubbed McArthur (1915-2000) and
Wright (1915-2000) “wild flowering women” because
“they loved wildflowers and the wilds of nature, and were
also fiery, ‘wild’ and difficult in ensuring those

environments were protected”.

Since 2016, exhibitions of “wild/flower” women have
been staged across South-East Queensland with artists
including Indigenous custodians whose guidance
stimulated a new group of “wild” environmental

crusaders.

Wildflowering by Design is an extension of this original

concept in its integration of local artists at each venue.

The exhibition at Redland Art Gallery gathered local
artists at the Canaipa Wildflowering Retreat on Russell
Island, in July 2024, where they engaged with the island’s
ecology, opening their eyes to previously imperceptible

native flora.

‘Now that | am a wild/flower woman my eyes are
trained to see the hidden sanctuary provided by
nature’s design’
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Artist Siobhan Demeester describes the opening of her
mind, along with her eyes, during this process, writing:
“I loved the simplicity of the small white flower. Before
the wildflowering retreat I would never have noticed this
special delicate gem ... Now that I am a wild/flower
woman my eyes are trained to see the hidden sanctuary

provided by nature’s design.”

Wildfiowering by Design artists gathered at Redland Art Gallery.

In each of these artistic responses the unique qualities of
Australian flora are traced and extended - with wallum,
acacia, ungaire reeds, Xanthorrhoea, banksia and swamp
orchids found on Quandamooka Country - from artists
including Demeester, Sonja Carmichael, Beverley Jensen,
Sharon Jewell and Meg Spratt.

Work by artists included in the original exhibition -
Kathleen McArthur, Renata Buziak, Rose Barrowcliffe,
Donna Davis and Nicole Jakins - profile critically
endangered flora, bunya, mangroves and other species
from South-East Queensland.

Buziak fuses art with science in a series of colourful
biochromes that are immersive in scale, “portraits of
life’s vast cycles of death and renewal” from the Granite
Belt.

Nicole Jakins’ A Landscape Redefined, 2023. Courtesy of the artist.
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Jakins’ sculptural works are stoneware forms that
hybridise animals with plants, the unity of fauna with
flora from her memories of “birds stirring in amongst
the understory of grevillea, olax and ferns”. Some of

these works draw on dyes and materials from nature.

Joolie Gibbs makes inks from botanicals, imbuing her
work with impermanence that parallels the cycle of life
and speaks to the meditative quality of spending time in

nature.

Redland Art Gallery has recorded blockbuster audiences
(in Cleveland terms). For Redland City Mayor Jos
Mitchell, Wildflowering by Design “highlights the power of
art to deepen our connection with the environment—
whether through the delicate beauty of wildflowers or
the resilience of life in urban spaces ... and celebrate
creativity, culture and our deep relationship with the
land”.

Its themes have been sympathetically paired with a solo
exhibition by LeAnne Vincent, who is clearly a
wild/flower woman. Her exhibition, Inhabited: Anthromes
of Queensland, responds to the “emotional anxiety”
induced by the absorption of her childhood landscapes
(in northern NSW) by the Pacific Motorway. Vincent now
lives in Ipswich where she produces anthromes
(anthropogenic biomes) as circular layered and printed
fabrics, printed with motifs that combine the natural
with the human-made, stitched to evoke the layering and

intermeshing of these responses in our urban lives.

LeAnne Vincent’s Into the Fray, 2024. Courtesy of the artist.
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Vincent’s Into the Fray (2024) uses shadows of tree roots,
feathers, leaves, snake skin, a gecko and flowers with
patterns of netting, plastic bottles, saws and blades,
overlaid in a form that evokes a thought bubble into our
distracted urban melee.

Vincent created it “immersed in the uncomfortable
sounds of excavators, jack hammers and saws invading
my studio from the construction site next door; this work

also speaks of my own perceived powerlessness”.

“I became fascinated with how small fauna—like insects
and reptiles—survive in human-altered landscapes,”
Vincent writes. “I hope to encourage people to look
closer and consider how our actions shape these

environments.”

Both exhibitions draw attention to the intricate aesthetic
and environmental qualities of our unique flora, and
elevate a delicate aesthetic to celebrate the often unseen
beauty that may exist close by outside - no matter where
you live.

Wildflowering by Design and Inhabited: Anthromes of
Queensland continue at Redland Art Gallery, Cleveland,
until June 3.

artgallery.redland.qld.gov.au/exhibitions/exhibitions-

2025/wildflowering-by-design

Free to share @

This article may be shared online or in print
under a Creative Commons licence

Redland Art Gallery, Wildflowering by Design
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Wildflowering exhibitions sprout
connection among artists

Published on 16 July 2025

Bursting with colour and inspired by the
untamed beauty of the Western Downs
landscape, ‘Wildflowering on the
Western Downs is a vibrant new
exhibition blooming into life at
Dogwood Crossing from 26 July to 13
September.

Curated by Dr Sue Davis and Dr. Lisa

Chandler, there will be works by artists

from across Queensland in the John

Mullins Memorial Gallery, while the Curved Wall' space will shine a spotlight on the
talents of local Western Downs artists.

Council Spokesperson for Community and Cultural Development Cr Peter Saxelby said
support from the Queensland Government and the Regional Arts Development Fund
has been vital in helping Council nurture local talent and deliver unique cultural
experiences.

"Exhibitions like Wildflowering provide platforms for artists to push boundaries, reflect
on beauty and provoke meaningful conversations,’ Cr Saxelby said.

"These exhibitions capture the Western Downs and Queensland botanical heritage
through fresh eyes, exploring materiality, handcrafting, and the digital realm.

"The touring exhibition features work from across South-East Queensland with award-
winning artists such as Renata Buziak, Donna Davis, Joolie Gibbs, Nicole Jakins, Cara
Ann Simpson and Emma Thorp.

"It is complemented by works from local artists across various disciplines.

https://www.wdrc.qld.gov.au/Council/News-Public-Updates/Wildflowering-exhibitions-sprout-connection-among-artists 1/3
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'Wildflowering on the Western Downs' explores the intersection of art, design, and nature, «
inspiration from the Gurulmundi Wildflower Circuit in the Gurulmundi state forest.

"Local artists were selected to partake in a two-day retreat where a series of workshops e:
botanical inks, sun printing and pattern making.

"The immersive retreat and workshop allowed artists to experiment with different media a
materials, as well as extend their network with other like-minded creatives.

"This weekend of professional development was a fantastic opportunity for local artists tc
techniques from industry professionals and as a result their work will be showcased at the
Dogwood Crossing for 49 days."

Local artist Meg Noack described the two-day retreat as a deeply rewarding experience, pi
opportunity to connect creatively and forge strong bonds with fellow artists.

"Being an artist can be a solitary occupation, and the retreat helped me to discover a ‘whol
folk who appreciated nature and love being an artist," Meg said.

"The whole experience provided an opportunity to test ideas, media and colour and see ho
tackled the same tasks."

Fellow local artist Eileen Parker said the retreat experience sparked a whole new direction
making work.

"Drawing with botanical ink inspired me to dye my exhibition piece using eucalyptus leave:
from Possum Park and the Bunya Mountains, creating a sense of origin and connection," E

Meg and Eileen's vibrant creations will be proudly showcased at the Wildflowering on the \
Downs exhibition at Dogwood Crossing from 26 July to 13 September.

https://www.wdrc.qld.gov.au/Council/News-Public-Updates/Wildflowering-exhibitions-sprout-connection-among-artists 2/3
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Western Downs Artists include Michelle Black, Helen Dennis, Cindy Grimes, Patricia Hinz, |
Leigh Nicholson, Meg Noack, Eileen Parker, Christopher Rigg and Kath Truscott.

To learn more about these exciting exhibitions visit www.dogwoodcrossing.com,
(http://www.dogwoodcrossing.com,/) or email dogwood.crossing@wdre.qld.gov.au
(mailto:dogwood.crossing@wdrc.qld.gov.au).

This project is supported by the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland. It was
supported through the Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF), a partnership between th
Queensland Government and Western Downs Regional Council to support local arts and ¢
regional Queensland.
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Spring 2025 A Blooming Legacy at
Caloundra Regional Gallery

Image source: Contributed

Posted Sep, 2025 « By Jodie Cameron ¢ 0 comments

Jodie Cameron discovers the latest exhibition
blossoming at Caloundra Regional Gallery this
spring.

Whoever said Western Australia is the best place to witness wildflower season,

clearly hasn’t seen the Sunshine Coast transform from July through to September

- the bushlands bursting with dazzling violet, gold, pink and white. | am A
mesmerised by their spectacular colours calling us to connect, and seek out the

hidden wonder tucked within the incredible wallum reserves in the region -

known only to those who take the time to look.
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Dr Sue Davis and Dr Lisa Chandler have been closely looking at and appreciating
our local landscape for decades. Educators, curators, artists and self-declared
wild/flower women, their latest project Wildflowering by Design will be in full

bloom at the Caloundra Regional Gallery from 17 October to 30 November.

Celebrating native wildflowers, women, and their deep connection to place, this
immersive exhibition features stunning work by contemporary female artists
from across Queensland. It explores botanical illustrations, textile designs, digital
installations and more, alongside a series of guided wildflower walks, workshops,

and hands-on art experiences for all ages.

“It's about celebrating women’s memory, identity, conservation, design and place
- these flowers tell stories, and so do the women who paint them, protect them,
and walk amongst them,” Dr Davis smiled.“The focus is on intergenerational
knowledge, history and design innovation - they all play an important role in

raising awareness.”

Featured artists include Rose Barrowcliffe, Nai Nai Bird, Renata Buziak, Donna
Davis, Joolie Gibbs, Anne Harris, Nicole Jakins, Shelley Pisani, Edith Rewa, Cara
Ann Simpson, Marni Stuart and Emma Thorp. While local creatives Zartisha Davis,
Chloe Watego, Fiona Harding, Fuschia Darling, Grace Smith, Jasmine Veronique,
Libby Derham, Megan Ruby Lee, Nicole Voevodin-Cash, Rosie Lloyd-Giblett, and
Suzanne Breeze will also showcase textiles and patternmaking produced at

design workshops at the University of the Sunshine Coast’s Maker Space.

“It’s about interpretation and how an artist is responding to this wildflower
landscape, seeing their practice in a new light, and how it can touch people in
different ways,” Dr Chandler adds. “By learning what grew here, and what still
grows, the artists join First Nations custodians of the land in passing down those

traditions and knowledge to future generations.”

At the heart of the exhibition is the extraordinary legacy of Kathleen McArthur -
a beloved Sunshine Coast artist, writer, and environmental activist who was a
pioneering force in the modern conservation movement. Kathleen also co-
founded the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland, using her delicate
wildflower watercolours as a persuasive tool for campaigning to protect the

coast’s fragile ecosystems.

“Kathleen McArthur and Judith Wright were artists, so they’d always looked
closely and carefully and responded through their art forms,” Dr Davis says. “But t
they became activists after they fell in love with the wildflowers and saw their

environments being destroyed.”
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It was a dusty bookshop discovery of Kathleen’s books and writings that sparked
Dr Davis’s own wildflower wanderings, and the more she learned the more she

wanted to protect and share their joy and beauty with others.

“Those books weren’t just field guides - they were stories of resistance and
remembrance,” Dr Davis says. “Now the legacy of these wild/flower women is
reimagined, from delicate botanical illustrations to bold digital installations, new
artists honour the wildness of nature and the women who walk within it.
Exploring the relationship between gender, environment and place, the HERstory

of flowers has long been linked with women.

“Flowers were often subject matter for female artists in earlier times when their
access to training was limited. The link to the feminine also comes with flowers
often used for decorative purposes, celebration and commemoration. We wanted

to both honour some of those histories but unsettle them as well.

“We still have built-in assumptions and prejudices around flowers, but the notion
of a wild/flower woman tends to go hand-in-hand with a certain strength,” Dr

Chandler explained.

With support from local councils, artists, and communities, Wildflowering by
Design has been an evolving passion project — and now, a touring art exhibition -
with its final stop in Caloundra. From hats crafted using 1920s sunhat patterns
and locally designed textiles, to postcards, fabric swatches and artworks you can

wear, the project bridges art, storytelling, fashion and everyday life.

“If we see wildflowers on our clothes, and in our homes - we value them more
and that awareness can lead to protection,” Dr Davis adds. “We hope to keep the
legacy of the past alive encouraging new generations to be worthy custodians of

our plants and place’”

So whether you're a budding botanist, an art lover, or a wild/flower woman at
heart, take the time to wander through the wallum and the Wildflowering by
Design exhibition at Caloundra. Experience an intersection of colour, history and

celebration from the wild/flower women themselves.

“Wildflowers remind us to pause, to look closely, and celebrate what'’s fleeting
and fragile, and give back to this symbiotic relationship we all have with Mother

Earth,” Dr Davis says.
JOIN THE WILDFLOWER WANDERINGS! *

Wildflowering by Design
17 October to 30 November
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Caloundra Regional Gallery

Curator Talk & Launch

18 October

Curator Talk, 1-2pm; launch 2.30-4.30pm
Caloundra Regional Gallery

Wildflower Walk & Draw Events

Sunday 19 October,9am to 11.30am

Saturday 25 October,9am to 11.30am

Kathleen McArthur Conservation Park, Currimundi Lake

Saturday 1 November, 8.30am to 11am

Glass House Scientific Area 1

Tickets $35 per person / $28 concession

All materials provided or bring your own.

Suitable for 14+ or young participants accompanied by a paying adult.

For details on guided walks and to book tickets, visit the website to book.

This Unique Wilderness: Campaigns for Kathleen McArthur Exhibition
Until 7 December
Bankfoot House, Glasshouse Mountains

Transformations: Art of the Scott Sisters

Until 7 December, Landsborough Muesum

Share: f ¥ G+in ®
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Language of Laws at the Arts Radar: Summer 2025
Caloundra Regional Gallery {9 11th Dec 2025

{§ 11th Dec 2025

About the Author / Jodie Cameron

jodiecarstens@gmail.com

Jodie is a city-turned-country-turned-coastal chick.
With a degree in Journalism & PR and a passion for
pulling together events with flair. Her 15+ years’
experience is diverse (including launching a

macadamia nut farm)! In her spare time, she’s

beachside with her two tiny treasures and furry love
Staffy x Red Cattle dog, Rudi.
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Wildflowers and women:
where art and nature
intertwine

A touring exhibition celebrating women artists and the
resilience of native flora is open now and on show at
Caloundra Regional Gallery.

Visitors are being greeted by a profusion of colouras wildflowers spill across

canvases, textiles and digital designs in the latest exhibition at Caloundra Regional
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The launch of the Wildflowering by Design exhibition

Wildflowering by Design celebrates the beauty and resilience of our native flora and

women’s connection to place.

Caloundra Regional Gallery Director Jo Duke said Wildflowering by

Designhadarrived in the region just in time for our wildflowering season.

“This exhibition is a great celebration forour region as there are so many local

artists involved in the show,” Ms Duke said.

“Wildflowering by Designis a touring exhibition andis the concept of curators Dr Sue

Davis and Dr Lisa Chandler.”
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Meet the artists

Exhibition Curator Dr Sue Davis said Wildflowering by Design broughttogether a
group of extraordinary Queensland artists who explored our botanical heritage

through the lens of contemporary art and design.

“These artists, including many from the Sunshine Coast, extend the scope of what
we understand as Australian environmental design culture, using hand-crafted
techniques, digital innovation, and everything in between,” Curator Dr Sue Davis

said.

“We're proud to feature the work of Rose Barrowcliffe, NaiNaiBird, Renata Buziak,
Donna Davis, Joolie Gibbs, Anne Harris, Nicole Jakins, Shelley Pisani, Edith Rewa,
Cara Ann Simpson, Marni Stuart, Emma Thorp, and many other talented artists

from across South-East Queensland.”

The free exhibition runs until 30 November and includes a range of
workshops from paper lanterns and drawing to watercolour and linocut,as well as a

reader’s theatre performance.
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The exhibition continues the region’s long tradition of celebrating wildflowers and
conservation, inspired by early advocates such as artist and environmentalist
Kathleen McArthur.

Sunshine Coast Community Portfolio Councillor David Law said this was another

example of how art helped showcasethe region’s remarkable ecological values.

“Throughout our history, we've been fortunate to have so many trailblazing women

who advocated for our native flora, and our wildflowers in particular,” Cr Law said.

“Their connection to place and commitment to sustainability embodies what it

means to live in our Sunshine Coast Biosphere, where people and nature

thrive in harmony.

“This exhibition continues their legacy and, through art and design, creates a

deeper appreciation for the resilience and beauty of what grows here naturally.”

This project has been made possible through the support of the Queensland
Government via Arts Queensland, and the gallery is grateful for their continued

investment in regional arts and culture.
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Plan your visit

Wildflowering by Designis on display at Caloundra Regional Gallery until 30

November.

Register for workshops and the performance on the Caloundra Regional Gallery

website.

You'll find the gallery at 22 Omrah Avenue, Caloundra. It is open Tuesday to Friday,

10am-4pm, and weekends 10am—-2pm and entry is free.

Plan your visit to Caloundra Regional Gallery —

Community What's on
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